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Lxcerpt fro. the Official Transcript of the Proceed ings 
at Nurnberg, Germany, on 28 and 29, March and 
1 April 1946 


Wili you say your ful! ne:.er 


Joachin von Ribbuntros. 

wi1) you repeat this oath attcr ic: 

I swear by God, the ALucnty ond Osniscicat, that I 

Will speek the pure truth snu ii. withhold and cdc notaing. 
(The witness repeated the outh). 


Thi PRESTDENY: You ney sit aown. 


£9 sierch 1946 


k» When Cid you tly to moscow, nd what nezotiations dic 
you there curry on? 


On the evening of the cena of gugust I arrived in woscor. 

The reception given ioe by Staelin ond. Molotov was very friend- 
ly. “6 hua at dirst < tno hour aiscussion. in this discus- 
Sion the entire cotiplet of pusso-Geruen relitions woe Wiscussed. 


The result wos, first, the sutucl wisi of both nutions to put 
their relations on a aéw dusis. tuis shouie be cxpres.ed in 
Q non-@zuression pact. béeconuly, the spheres of lnaterest of 
ths two countrics wore to be Gefinea, which wlso caus avout 
throush < gecret additional esrewient. 


For viet reason wus this seerct proveoco. concluaed? 
Whet was its contut, und wiat were the politicsel bases of it? 


I should like to say, first of i4i, Cuis scoret protocol hus 
been spoken about ircjuently acre in this court. In the 
negotiations at that tine vith otelin gic Molotov, I spoke very 
Openly, os élso the hussien sentleaaan did vita me. I weserib- 
ed Hitler's desire thet the tro coumtrics savuiu resch « cefi- 
Aitive a,reeiont, ena i cise jot Coursey opoke oL the critical 
situction in surops. 


I told the Russion ucatlesen thut Gericny woulau uo everything 
to aueliorzte the situction iu fo-anc uni to settle it prauce- 
fully, Gespite everytiang, out I Left no doubt that tne situa- 
tion wis very serious ond thet it wes possivle that wer Wight 
breck out. thet was in the clocr. It \as here & Guestion 
for both stitesien, ostelin us well as liitler, of territories 
Wuich both countrics nua lost citer an unfortunete war. this 
probly: vould hav. to be Buived one way or cnotiier. It was, 
therefore, veli tu look at wnese things frou sone other point 
of viow. fc just as auoi? ultler wa8f the opinion that 

I stated in wosco.., that in sone for: or otner this problua 
woula have to ve solved, and thus clso on the Russicn sie 


e die 
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@ then spuxe avout Vhet shoulau be cone in the case of war. 
what shoula bs done vy thc Gersuns anu tue Russians. « Line 
of desarcetion was Bigroca on, it is Known avout, thet in the 
event of intolvrcble Polish provocction or if a wer should 
break out, that this voulc be & vounuury, so thet Gericny end 
Russia could not be uccusca of collusion cs reserds Poland. 
This velt imown Line wus founded tlon, the iine of the Rivoere 
Fisica ond BUG. ana it ves alprced that in tho ci.se of confli 
the territories lying tv the west of these rivers woulu be th 
Gerion sphere of interest, ena those to the ease woulda be th 
iiussian spheres vi interes. 


Thea after the outore:k of the Russitn ver tre occupation of 
these zones were unaertuxcn on the one henu by Geraeny ana on 
other hend by kussia. 1 uey repeat thut ot thet tine I nad 
the impression, voth fro. altier and stilin, thet the terri- 
torics, the Polish territories .ud uther territories tnt ac. 
Heun delinited in these spheres of interest about which I th 
Spouk shortly, tuet bucee Vere re,ions which both countrics 
hed lost cfter on unfortunctse wer. anu vDoth statesien un- 
Goubtecly held, the opinion thut if the list chances for 
negoti.tions for the settleint oF tuis problen hoc been cii- 
houstod, there wus cortainly < justiiicetion for adolf Hitler 
to attewt t solve tile probicucis Conuectsud vith these terri- 
toric: in another vcy, end the incorporutve these territorics 
into Gerzeny. 


UYver and above that, it 1s vlso xiown that the otner spheres 
interest were aefined, Finl-nu, tic Beltic countries and 
Bessarabia. LHiS was & greab e.r-Gcicont vuich was reached in 
the intcrest of two great vov.crs in the event of = pouceful 
settleasent us Veit us in the case oi Kcr. 


This 25th day of /Ju,ust wis © very eventful dey. in the 
ornin, & cocuunicetion cuic frou tue Itcilicn .overmient, 
according to which Italy, in the case of a conflict resurdin, 
the question of Poland, \oulu not stenu at Goriany's side. 


Wiat were the tins. reasons for the Russicun conflict. 
Kepeat the Cuestion, yisuse. 
vhat were the causes for ths conrlict with kussia? 


I have to say the follouin.. In the winter uf 1940-41, 
tie following situation confronted the fFuehrer, end it see. 
to ue very importent that I cluvify this situation. 


inglond was not reuacy to :iake péuce. Lthererore, the 
question was of cecisive isportence .to the Fuelurer to know 
what the attitude of the United otetes of pieric. wes end the 

Abu, © .& BUBritic Un these tvo points Le told :ie the fol- 
Lowing:. I htacd a very Lengthy ciscussion vith hin cbout this 
at that tae end usxed uba to give i.e olesrly cefined ciploast 
princivles and instructions. 


» 
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Hie seid, "The attituae of Jupan is not cornpletely certain 

for Gér.sany. we huve, of course, concluued the Three 2ower 
Puct, but there ure strong el@aents at vork an Japan which 
work in the opposite airections, and \.e uo not know what 
position Japan will texe. Itexiy tarough Greece and her 
campaign there, shuved hersell to be a rethor weux gliy for 
us. It ight be thet Geiiany woulda stund coupletely alone." 


Then he iientioned the position uf the U.S.a. ond the attitude 
or the U.S.4. me sola that he hud elvcys ventod soud relao- 
tions vith U.S.4., but even thougn the .ttitude of tic U.b.A. 
had become viore .wnd wore lustile tovord Ginueny, the conclusic 
of the three Power Pict ws to ceup the U.b... out of the war, 


Then in the swiier uf 1940 v.e tricd to coae to closer contract 
with Jupan. Japen hud wiiue e.iorts along the si.e lines, 

end throug tne three working together tue pact vis put 
through. 


The ain of the pact wus, or ritner I shoul« szy tae contents 
of this pact was to be « pact uf & political, Alitary ond 
economic nature. There wus ny dovot ine we elv.uys con- 
sidered it fron the beyinnins, tact tuis puct was to ve a 
defensive one. By thut I icon & pict wirich, ubove cli, 

was to kcep the U.b.4. cut of the war, und I had to hupe 
that through such a constellation the possibility rvoulu 
arise to bring ubout a peace witi England. 


It wie csserted many tine, but it is not truc, thut there 

were aguressive plins ut tae 0. cis oi this pact. ine purpose 
of it was, es I uve suid, to bring about © constellation of 
pov.er which would give Gerueny, on the one hand, the Opportunti 
ty to order things in 4 new woy in furupe, and to vive Japan 
the possibility in Bast Asia -- the China proble: was there 

-- and J&pan was to have the possibility to solve this proviw 
That wus the purpose of thé pict. 

The situation was not unfuvorublie that the U.S.a. would rely 
vn this pact ond mmgélund voulu be isvlated, so that perhaps 

@ conprouise peuce woulu be ichisved, « conprunise Jcace 
which we never lost si,ht of all during the course of tie 

wur, ond which we wanteu even ct che cond. 


Pid Japan, before her uttiok on 2curl Harbor, notify 
Germany of her intention? 


No, that wos not the cuse. At that tine I tricd, ae fur is 
Japan wes concerned, to ucve ner to attcclc din -upors. A peac: 
with Inglund did not seu: possible, und I did not «now in & 
wLlitery way which sicusures would be possibie to reach this 
cia. 


The Fuehrer instructed ie, ut uny rate, in w eipluiatic way 
to do everytuing to rcuch or bring, about a weucenuing, of the 
posbtion of Englund in order that the peace night be brought 
about. 
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We believed that this coulG ve done best threugn un ctecck 
by Japan on the stron, position of fpyitnd in Fust Asic. 
Therefore, I tricd to influence Japun to ubtack Singupyre. 


After the outbreak of the Gericn-Russian var, 1 ulso tricd 
to have Jupun attack Russia, for in such « way I sav «a quick 
ending of the wir. Japon, hovever, did not uo that. Ro ther 
I should say, she cic nelther the one thing vc wanted nor the 
other, but she dia a third thin... she attacked the United 
Stutes at Prarl darbor. 


This ettack was tor us « cuplete surprise. uO 4G Con- 
sidered the possiniiity thet Japan sight attack cingupore or 
perhaps hing Song or attics Fngicna, but we never considered 
that it should ctleck the Unites Stetes or thet was anything 
that we wantud; thet is, tne vessibllity of en attack in 
England but if tact vwouls huspen,; the United states would 
intervene. That was sae  ,uestion waich we considered often 
at length but we hupeu thet this voula not uappen und tit 
&~erica would not intervene. The attack on Pearl Harbor 
was told in Berlin -- or rather, I received knowledge of it 
through the press and then I received Revter's message from 
the Jananese Ambassador Oshima. f1l other reports or proofs 
or anything else are completely untrue ard I would like to t 
testify to that under my’oath. I would like to .go further 
than that and concur and assert that even this attack was a 
surprise to the Japanese Ambassador -= as he told me, it was 
a complete surprise to him also,.. 


P. 6817 

What was the cooperation in the future between the Foreign 
Office and the allies of Germany? 

The cooperation with Italy was a very close one. That 

is to say, in fact, in the further course of the war we 
were forced to take care of all military matters there 
ourselves, to direct them. 


As far as Japan is concerned, the cooperation was a very 
difficult one, and that for the simple reason that we could 
only communicate with the Japanese Government by wireless, 
We had connections from time to time by U=-Boats, but a co- 
ordinated war together with them was not possible. 


I believe that on this point the expression of the American 
General Marshall is correct, that here a close strategic 
cooperation and planning of any kind did not take place. 

In fact, in reality, that was not the case, 


1 wid 1946 
P. 


Now, something elses: You stated last Friday that you wanted 
Russia to join in the Tripartite Pact. “hy did that fail? 
That failed because of Russian demands. The Russian demands 
-- I should perhaps say first that I had agreed with Molotov 
in Berlin that we would negoti@8te further over diplomatic 
channels. I would exert my influence on the Fuehrer to see 


Pay ee 
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to it that regarding the demands already made by Molotov 

in Berlin a compromise agreement of some sort could be reach 
ed. 

Then Schvlenburg sent us a report from Moscow and informed 
us of tne Russian demands. In fhis report, first, the 
denand was reneved for Finland, The Fuehrer, as known, 
told Mol«tov- thst he did not wish that, after the winter's 
war of i747. ‘ir un the north there war shovld break out anew 
The demand rervardirg Finland was brovght up again, and we 
supposea ‘nat “ovld ]24ac to an occupation of Finland. That 
was ditficuit, stnco it was a demand that the Fvehrer had 
already turned dow, P 
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h seeond Gomsna soneoened th? Balkans, specifically, Bulgari: 
Russia “enced tasts theve 2rd close relations with Bulgaria. 
The Buligecisi “ovzenme i®, wath which ve had close relations 


did not wich this. 


Moreover, 1¢ wes for both the Fuehrer and Mussolini a 
difficult question to meet these Russian demands because of 
ovr economic interest in wheat, oil, and so on. Moreover, 
the will of the Bulgariar government was against it. 


There was then tlirdly, the demand of the Russian for bases 
of a military rature, and then also, the wish that Molotov © 
had expressed to me in Rerlin to have the ovtlet of ‘the , 
Baltic Sea. -. Molotov told me at that time that, of course, 
Russia was interested in Jutland and other such regions. 


I row come to another qvestion. Yhat intentions did Hitler 
have in regard to the military strength of Russia? 


Adolf Hitler told me once and expressed himself so-- 

this was during the time that he become worried about what 
was taking ~lace in Russia in the way of preparations agains 
Germany. Ha said, ““e of course do not know what is concea 
ed behind this coor, and we may one day he obliged to break 
this door open." 


This and other statements that the Fvehrer made at this 
time drove m9? to state to him that on the basis of what he 
knew about Russia already it should cause him great concern 
abovt attacking Russia. 


Witness, the prosecution put in, as evidence, a document 
concerning a discussion between you and the Japanese 
Ambassador Matsvoka. The document carries the number 1877- 
PS, and the number USA Exhibit 152. It is on page 1007 of 
the German court record. E 


The prosecution cited a rart of this document and, among 

other things, the following rassage concerning Raeders 
"The Reich Foreigr Mirister returned once more to the question 
of Singapore. In view of the Japanese fears of submarire 
attacks from the Philirpines and the interference of the English 
Mediterranean and home fleet, he snoke once more with General 
Admiral Raeder. Roeder said to him that the English fleets in 
this year were so busy in British home waters and in the Medi- 
pereansan that they covld not spare uw... single boat for the Far 

ast. 
= Si 
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Witness, as Raeder clearly remembers, you, as Foreign 
“inister never broke with him abovt strategic matters 
regarding Jaran, or about the valve or uselessness of 
imerican submarines, I should be obliged to yov if you 
covld clarify this point, whether there is some evror here 
as to the person involved in this discussion. 


That is altogether possible. I do not now recall either 
that I ever spoke with ‘dmiral Raeder about German-Japanese 
stra tery. "e had only very loose connections vith Japan. 


If I, at that time, said to Matsnoka what you have there ~ 
quoted, I must have had from the Fvehrer, and he must have 
induced me to sy that. I covld not have said it on my 

own initiative, becarse I did not know about those things. 
However, I do-know that the Fvehrer sroke to me several time 
abovt points relating to Japan, so it ig possible that 

this originated with the Fvehrer. I do not know who has 
testified to this.’ 


This document cerries the title, "Notes on conference 
betveen Foreigr Minister and Matsuoka." 


Oh, Yes, I have seer that. Then it is possible that the 
Fuehrer said that, ir. fact, I consider that probable, and 
it can be that some mistake was made in the notes. 
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om ee ee pe 


mw RROHR MNP ews 
m”° mK ¥ oNkRA oPFRXTNH BAN 
s' XOtUMee UES tE REO vryews 
ARK ME KOE RY ORR YPRRKER YP we nv eH kHeo# 
Y 1 Ss #8 & 
(@<° tee ek Be) 
RRM. MO pwns 
IRAK EN RITE RO 
mre min hee Xn —- C RCWIKRYP RE KOK AWKWE Sm OR R 
me Mee MIPFEILMORR Se KH - RRw HOR 
ee pe eek i PF re ee 
RY) EB eR Rw ORS NORRPYP KRREKNRBRBESEIA 


BUONO SPER RE Ow IRS 
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wORKUP NR) UNS ERBOBSEV RK S OCHBOYLM RLY 
LOREEN OKNY RAM OPNE KM ERRNO PRR Ws 0 
CmeOPpRAWIL® RIPLENHIBO BRE ORR HOR OY 
wu VPRaKIPNHEERYR SS RRR YH N PER WE HA 
& ° 

me cSE we eHHVu Ay Vv ORSBRERRwReI KR HORM 
BYR POP ROKMORBPEKELEY Ra HI R? 

mM RYVKERYRORSRREYS SP RKHAVYKPE rR wey 
RONNwHHEYDR SOOM RAK? Kee ordSXHpoe-nvgw 
SHROKAUMOAP KEE Pw KS OVE OHRODA+ORHM 
PRR ANH ON MYBO IN? MERMEGCKNEKS 
WYRM RC mp ROS RUN N-OBM HME COKER LRES 
BQVH8BveqeE Sy Bw OK? 

Mende TEHMYRIANT AUR NA+ OKE SRM IV RY 
CPE UR PISRCRUE REC CHRMARN YP PEY ee DON 
W Cp RON NH HIWINKe DAA ERRARKE OBER 
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QRPRH COR URMYBMI-IK ON ONNEERAV SEY 
Ramo EMBO MKS” KB KR AUER NY SPUN nH LB 
Vy PER AKER HORG PIvpAKKOYPRKREHOSBR RNA 
YVPROP RAKHI NOZRASSPRORKPRKWEKEEE 
KOBE PORK A HINO KRKRAKhD AONG OR PSOE GR 
ORK pO DPMS NNVPROKIRG VIP KN-LRYPRR 
NORMALE PRORKPRKWS KER EK OH SHNSRN VS 
BNE KR*eRNReVA+nH~ SERBMYHENYHD” DAB 
SRE EVR (CrP RK ERBRY OAK? 

KUMKERL Rev KE NOKRMBHY EE wWIKDREKOK SR’ 
eweneko oKHELYUANPE RK WEBER EHKOKSRAVSA 
SUE OPI od SwOkR° BRQORVRAR YE BRR] AR 
Sen d2 SERBIBSBENORBRBRVYARRGR YUE? 
RS PROVES KHKPRRESV KRY + vA AAR 
Be NNHVBIO KKB OSYEULR ON VRHKSE OVROM RK 
AHeH#ILKOTNOMRORKRBEE AY KY RERSKANROBLE 
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ee R MEK OR RAYA SNR ABE KEKE AOE SS OR 


PREG EK OR WOO Ie ROANKN SKRANEWMVPEYDRRSS 
yeahs "NP B@UBvRE RIP Ce NAO RHEL 
Som Hy’ VOVUOASPREAYERBL HONEA QOPKAKDR 


NOSES ACH KNEE KK OP RRRRYRORN SAR Y 
PoE py IE MEK ORL IOKALRH CHR AOR RH OR 
REVEnes Noa n+ h-RRORMYNGRHLEKH OH 
a ok KY VR HONE IKNPRE RH eV NY SEE PRY 
dhe el ALN SE SYS oN SARE ER SUK EE > 
pPHRNYERRY RAH? tod 
EIPpPHUNISVAMOPATAHAHS K&S PaRAdSKBPBERWA 
ANUARRVASPSOBHEIOSRWS ES a aes 
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we MEK ORURWHE RUE KOKH LE | RRO ROA EY 
AEPOMYEREKYEIO( whe OKRELEB OK OKY ¥ 
Sy MANNY OKRN RUD CNNERELRR KUNI OY 


Mem we Pp? 
REY CER LRP ORERM OPH OH HL YOR? NY ERY 
VAP ERAS RERBEL OSPF ORBRREK RO VSAM RE 
WERKH ew PMN ROP Ca wh? yeOliagVvk-& (8) 
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baUKS Rv Qw ok? HUMOR NORM UE LEM RUM 
PEUM RANE NY EEL RK OK RKE RRA SE Ew vx 


(yvgnboy RYU RS we OK? 

aE POR OBR A+ TAY CHRRAUES RYURNYCHKSOR 
CREM BR &Y ERIK R oKYERe VC RRORE {@SprsR 
SARK GIARCAST RRR EH OH MME ORR LEKRE 
OHS > VRE-ENOFE DOF HKORKAOMYR* LE NYS 
220 mS H - RY COM R ENR HN AEEMERN hee oe 


6.2 & eis S| van te? 
ve & SREKAA ROHR VYOBM YMA WIESE RRA 
YR >RYOKREEM ERM OPM ON Ky VI a Iw SH GOK RER 
OBR AST AURIVEXRREUH OP ERY @ RILGBREKR* 
Rm RUBGMWHHSHRVER WE KOVAC UBInIK? 
W201 SEORMMs OREA2 SOREEREE RUS AOE 
wILT MK EN VE] BYE NY RRAw IK YIP IRBRY 
sR ENEWS SOPRA IR? 
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NORMRIMERKRSEROPHENHSKRRIEKMVERSOKVES 
*hHENGRRERPRSEDEREAMHWES RBERNXN OL wmeQyexe 
AHA NLT NRRERBRNR OY meay ANH KRNVEREMOP KAR 
KSORMRRANEYWONR (PHM awk REBKRVSAOEKRDVE 
NHQOPRYRADPRMWBGRVEr(wmBRYP KR ONS RHRPRS 
m#NRMERIORVRA a a ee 
REE MRP RPRHRHOYK OCOMRMIKDREKOKROAKR AY BO 


ye 
KS ROMS YSCMKFERBRERPRONSKHEARBVKYK SE 
BROVROHPHAYMS UBER P SC KS OVERDO Hho KBWOME 
CewY ORI RMON OKO] NSB RENSKRO POU NVUANy | 
RYUBSEVKS ypRISKH YM Al eRewrvrnvK (seve 
RNS eS ye eee eee eee 
VPeRRE MAR NAYRHRIVP RO &HIP eng: 
KpwePHweKY Oe ol MP eakKIY? N2K RHO! 
NLR ROH hp? 
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mo RR ER RE RAKBR URE OKE SG RAPD OUB OL 
RO OUVGANYHRMHOOLRREHK RP RO KROPRDHH 
PROHHROKRERK’ SOCKAEE OG EME OK IY RM 
WK AUN KR ESORBY Kew (EMA RKRERE EAE 
ogee OONVHe se wHIW? 
SE’ ok eR ARS YR OPA VY AUY ORE HR IWIN 
MT SAR WOSAVUNE RAH YLP INK? BER vak YER « 
AAS SARK RMRB PCE OVVR LR HORS RH YS SRE 
CRE VEU EG WILKS MIP NR CHR ERMKP URE Hw CHAS 
QMEMBOCRVER LY COR YS ANNE DH HRY IK? 
RUEBRRER RHE KHOR SKB ORAHRS ew eos 2 R- 
KibR wR pt oRUuB Er woavre oo” . 


AK EU OOUOHERE MAUR OMRAE EMRE LOO 
URN R SAVE SR OP EGO VEX po wA Le HORY : 
SERED RMN he POR EH RE SH 8 ve 
a .) L 2. 
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SQ’ BES RRPIOKRKAECRKUKRVYI AR WHS wn ove dw ON 
Ve tRaopReeSGaArvrRRPeVBNKRRALMY Fowh? KO 
mEBE VS HRM PLPIK® MOLT KEK KONVRYVEY 
9k] SRI PR WPRNKRESKSKOAKRNVMSRS SPR Oe Pp? A 
ERROR MBK EY KP RSIKDQYP AN? 

VONRBERXURN Pow KBE PR DO KHOKRKR eB OK ED AR 
RK-AAKRCMKRAKRBKKHERA PRY QOONNORP ED HR / 
pHowpIVAMKEMK AKARARKWKRPENWP KF HOONE BS w 


et Ope RUS CR OMLYPR ONNHP EKO wHYRPOKR?S Fs 
Re tXKKHVRPRORKRBVIPRAWR IC RIVP ROK PRHMIVS 
PTOKRERPDAKRKORKRXAF RRA OCH POM YOO KH KR 
-KABxrBEBYURNROYPR CRE AKCSOPARD HA PREK CK AH 


RM EMOK SUN HIPRRAREEB KB SHYWEMIN IPH 
vw? 
BERR OP RY RON PwM Awe ---- VSRHDAEHA 


OMERESBO pwn SinvwRaovgagOav sx - HERO Bw 
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Kmao kK KK AORMDVaK IRA | ROR’ BH vOBOWNVS 
PNS OCAYOBOPN OBE RI KIKRMESOK UBM pe wry 
Ce HP? REMUNOKRSETKOKBVYNVODY WLC RROSEBKGE 
PRO Lynn BPMRMSOCP a OHH? TDKRKBRARY BI 
LeOoVUBVY OCREYUAYHRROVEROAKR OSPR OHO KR? 

KX 1 Pm : 

SRE SX* TL ASE RRESPEKVNOS ABR BQH OVBONP 
waqeIONK GE 

Mo een Ve REYURBRIp wa KIRK VS Ann tyvovraw 
PEREYRSE YEP ysrHU KM Kv Se -URT ORI CHHRY 
MMe vr nK< aR OBE EH CN NVHEBKY WRPRKROVA DH 
OEVER CK OBR EONS HENNE REY BBE Ca HO KO wv 
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